AUSTRALIAN COALITION FOR EQUALITY

MEDIA RELEASE

TUESDAY 17 AUGUST 2010

LGBTI* election issues ‘about more than just marriage equality’

Political party responds to 30 questions across 9 topic areas

Commitment from ALL parties to introduce federal anti-discrimination laws

The Australian Coalition for Equality (ACE) today released the results of its 2010 LGBTI* Federal Election survey on the website movingforward.org.au. Covering nine topic areas, the ALP, Coalition, Australian Greens, Secular Party of Australia, Socialist Alliance and Australian Sex Party responded to over 30 questions affecting the LGBTI community. 

Australian Coalition for Equality spokesperson Corey Irlam said the 2010 federal election was about “more than just marriage equality” to the LGBTI community. 

“From people receiving official documents with their affirmed gender, to addressing homophobic bullying in schools and ensuring culturally appropriate aged care service – political party positions affect LGBTI people in a wide range of areas.” Said Mr Irlam
The Australian Coalition for Equality has been lobbying on the issue of anti-discrimination laws for the past eighteen months, encouraging all parties to address this major gap in federal laws. Mr Irlam said ACE was “pleased” that all parties have agreed to introduce federal protections from discrimination.

“After 15 years of the parliament discussing the need to have federal discrimination protections, it is fantastic to see both major political parties support this much needed legislation being introduced.”
Over all, the coalition provided more unsupportive answers with the ALP providing a greater number of “qualified support” and unresponsive answers. The minor parties provide the greatest level of firm commitments to issues raised in the survey.

In commenting on the responses Mr Irlam said it was necessary for people to look at the answers provided by the parties to ensure they casted an informed vote on August 21. Mr Irlam also encouraged people voting above the line in the Senate to be aware of where their vote may end up in the preferential system.
“We encourage members and supporters of the LGBTI community to take 5 minutes to review the parties responses, in order to make an informed decision at the booth on 21 August.
Gay and Lesbian Equality (WA) has created a great document on each of the WA parties in the Senate outlining their policies and where their preferences are targeted available at www.galewa.asn.au.  In all other states the website www.belowtheline.org.au provides information about party preferences.
To read ACE’s commentary of each party’s responses, a comparative assessment of the survey and the individual responses received – go to www.movingforward.org.au  and click on the Australian Coalition for Equality logo.
For further comment contact Corey Irlam on 0401 738 996.
LGBTI* = lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex

Election Survey overview

The Australian Coalition for Equality surveyed six political parties on nine policy areas affecting LGBTI Australians. Responses were received to the 30-plus questions and are available by clicking the Australian Coalition for Equality logo at www.movingforward.com.au
1. LGBTI equality achievements – what has each party done to help achieve equality?

2. Anti-Discrimination – will they introduce federal anti-discrimination laws without exemptions?

3. Relationships & Families – what is their view on same-sex marriage, overseas surrogacy arrangements & nationally inclusive adoption laws. 

4. Aged Care & LGBTI people – how will older LGBTI people receive culturally appropriate aged care services?

5. Sex and Gender Diverse Australians – what is their response to the Australian Human Rights Commissions ‘Sex Files’ report & related issues?

6. Strategic approach to LGBTI Health & Wellbeing – how will the party respond to the health needs of LGBTI Australians? (for more on this issue see the National LGBT Health Alliance Federal Election survey – www.lgbthealth.org.au/election2010) 
7. Strategic approach to LGBTI Issues in Education – how will your party address homophobia in schools & ensure an appropriate place for LGBTI issues in the national curriculum?
8. Research into LGBTI – will the party support including sexual orientation in the next census and other key research conducted by government. 

9. Australia’s International Leadership Role – what will the party do to advance LGBTI issues internationally, in particular opposing criminalisation in the UN and Commonwealth?

Assessment of Party responses

The Australian Coalition for Equality has also created a summary sheet of party responses indicating if they support, don’t support, provided a qualified support or were unresponsive to each of the questions. 
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We also provide a brief overview and discussion of each political party’s response below.
Australian Labor Party (ALP)

During the previous parliamentary term the ALP introduced historic reforms to over 80 pieces of legislation providing same-sex couples with equal treatment in law as defacto heterosexual couples. While the importance of this action cannot be understated, in particular for LGBTI families, many within the LGBTI community are looking ahead to what the Gillard government would deliver for them in this upcoming parliamentary term. 
The ALP provided firm a commit to introducing sexual orientation and gender identity discrimination laws as part of their Human Rights Framework review of all Federal Anti-Discrimination laws. No response relating to exemptions was provided. In a follow up email to the ALP seeking clarification on the issue of protections for “relationship status” the ALP responded this would be considered as part of the same review. This is an important step forward after 15 years discussion, but will require further engagement to discuss the details of this legislation. The ALP has not supported the creation of any form of ministerial advisory committee (or other body) to formally consult with government on LGBTI issues. 
The ALP does not support marriage equality but does support a system of “nationally consistent framework for relationship recognition.”  The ALP refer issues relating to adoption as a matter for state and territories and identify that “no countries with which Australia has an intercountry adoption program accept same sex couples or homosexual individuals as applicants.”
The ALP has convened a working group to investigate issues identified in the Australian Human Rights Commissions ‘Sex Files’ report. The ALP states that changes to PBS and Medicare would require independent bodies to assess and make recommendations accordingly. 
The ALP make firm commitments to LGBTI inclusion in mental health, funded an LGBTI aged care training package (pre-election commitment) and mention their work in sexually transmitted infections and blood bourne viruses (STI/BBV). They make some generic statements about complex and diverse health needs of LGBTI people, inclusion of same-sex relationships in the national plan to reduce violence against women and in the areas of homelessness and young people. However in a range of other areas they fail to make further specific commitments, in particular they do not identify how they will consult better with the community on these issues. 
The ALP was also unresponsive on issues relating to census and research as well as curriculum citing that the independence of a particular regulatory body. 
The ALP opposes criminalisation on the basis of someone’s sexual orientation or gender identity under the framework of human rights. They state they have made a number of representations on the issue and would continue to do so at the UN and Commonwealth “as appropriate and relevant”. 
The Australian Greens

The Australian Greens have provided a long list of actions they have taken to support LGBTI equality. This includes supporting the government changes to remove discrimination against same sex couples, introduction of a bill to achieve marriage equality (including inquiry, debate and vote), and various campaigns affecting LGBTI people. The Australian Greens state they are also the only party to with a dedicated portfolio dealing with LGBTI Australians.

The Australian Greens launched an LGBTI policy during the election that included a commitment to support anti-discrimination laws being inclusive of sexual orientation, gender identity and support legislation to protect on the basis of relationship status. The Greens do not support a ministerial advisory committee to the Attorney-General on LGBTI issues.

The Greens have committed to reintroduce the marriage equality amendment bill in the next Parliament. The Greens are also supportive of advocating the inclusion of lesbian mothers and gay fathers in adoption discussions and recognition of both parents for surrogacy situations entered into overseas.

The Greens support the implementation of the Sex Files report, changes to the PBS and amending Medicare to include sex affirmation treatment and survey. The Greens provide only qualified support for a ban on unnecessary surgery on minors by supporting training for medical professionals.

The Greens support funding a national peak body to advocate for LGBTI health and wellbeing and support a range of health measures, including specialist LGBTI programs and a comprehensive national strategy on LGBTI health. They support all the issues relating to LGBTI older people in aged care and envisage the national peak body would advocate for these issues. 

The Greens support LGBTI inclusion in research and education.

The Greens support international leadership on LGBTI issues by Australia and cite Senator Hanson-Young’s recent Senate motions addressing human rights abuses of LGBTI people in Uganda and Iran. 

Coalition (Liberal/Nationals)

As part of their 2007 election platform the Coalition did not support removing discrimination against same-sex couples in the wide range of workplace and financial areas. So it is particularly pleasing that not only did they broadly support these laws during the last parliamentary term but they have identified it as one of their achievements for LGBTI equality. In 2008 the coalition proposed an amendment to the governments same-sex law reforms that would remove the term ‘parent’ from the Family Law Act when referring to heterosexual and homosexual defacto couples giving birth via artificial reproductive technology. This amendment was proposed by the coalition to respect the view of conservative Australians who were uncomfortable with same-sex couples being called a “parent”. The amendment was unsuccessful but for this reason and the lack of any other pro-LGBTI action in the past term we have provided the coalition with qualified support for their past LGBTI equality achievements.
The Coalition’s has committed to introduce anti-discrimination legislation on the basis of sexual orientation and relationship status. In a JoyFM interview recently when questioned further about gender identity, Shadow Attorney-General George Brandis stated that by sexual orientation he meant to include gender identity in this. The coalition supports exemptions for private clubs from anti-discrimination laws. 

The Coalition has not provided commitment for consultation through ministerial advisory committees (or other such body).
The Coalition does not support marriage equality and states that they will not introduce a civil union or relationship register as they believe that to be an issue regulated by the states and territories.  They state they will not infringe on states or territories making laws relating to surrogacy or adoption provided they do not contradict Federal law. 

The Coalition has provide assurances it will give “serious consideration” to the Sex Files, but does not provide any further commitment. It states no intention to change Medicare regarding sex affirmation treatment or surgery. 
The Coalition provides no support for specific LGBTI health and wellbeing programs. It states no opposition for training for aged care workers, but state this largely is the responsibility of the states as they have the bulk of employees in this area. 
The coalition also refers to the independence of the Australian Beauru of Statistics (ABS) in providing no response to the issue of questions included in the census but state they would not impede plans by the ABS to collect new data types. The coalition is opposed to all forms of bullying and proposes all schools have a protocol in place for teachers and parents. The coalition refers to their previous governments national safe schools framework as a pragmatic tool opposing bullying. Concerning however is their reference to their National Chaplaincy Programme commitment as being successful at addressing bullying at schools. It is unclear what this programme’s guidelines are on acceptance of LGBTI issues. 
The Coalition supports Australia’s status as a signatory to the United Nations Declaration on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity and also condemns human rights violations on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity.  This is a new commitment from the Coalition that is warmly welcomed. 
Australian Sex Party

The Australian Sex Party is contesting the Federal election for the first time. They list a 33% candidate rate of LGBTI people which they believe is the highest ever by a party contesting a federal election. 

The ASP supports all the questions except two with a  very simple yes. 

The two unresponsive scores were for recognition as a target population in health and wellbeing (due to needing to consult further with their membership and their LGBTI equality achievements as they are only contesting the election for the first time. 
The Secular Party of Australia
This is the first Federal election the Secular Party of Australia has contested. As such they have no record of LGBTI equality achievements. 

The Secular Party has supported almost all questions in this survey with a simple yes. 
Due also having not contested a federal election before they were deemed not applicable to the LGBTI equality achievements question and scored unresponsive as well as provided with 3 qualified answers explained in their response. 

Socialist Alliance

The Socialist Alliance proudly lists its various achievements as part of the grassroots movement for marriage equality and achieving relationship registers in 3 states. They have listed links to their LGBTI policies, marriage and civil unions policy and queer refugee campaigning. 

They support most of the questions asked by a simply yes with some including a reference from one of their various policy documents. 

They receive seven qualified responses due to a range of reasons including requiring a grassroots conference before supporting any ministerial advisory committees, not addressing the need for a National Aged Care Plan or further strategies to reduce discrimination for older LGBTI people.
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